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With the Supreme
Court directing the
Centre to expedite
criminal cases against
MPs and MLAs by set-
ting wup f[ast-track
courts, as many as 100
MLAs and nine MPs
from both the Telugu
states will face the
music.

This will become a
major task for the
police. Most of the
cases are pending trial,
while others are under
investigation. The
police said that the
cases are pending as
the accused use the
loopholes and delay the
trial, while In some
cases the witnesses and
the police are influ-
enced. If all the cases
are to be expedited, it
becomes a Herculean
task for the depart-
ment. Senior police
officials from the city
sald that majority of
the cases against pub-
lic representatives are
registered during the
elections, which s
often a tip-off by rival
candidates,

“In such incidents, a
case¢ booked and the
chargesheet is filed.
However, once the mat-
ter is in court, the
accused try to influ
ence the witnesses and
divert the case,” a sen-
jlor police official said.

They use the loop-
holes in the legal sys.
tem and get bail or do
not attend the court,
CIling various reasons.

“They do not miss
any chance to delay or
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SC order on politicians
brews trouble for cops

¥ Cases pending against 100 MLAs, 9 MPs from TS, AP

TS MLAs

® Enugu Ravinder Reddy-TRS- 4

Cases

W Putta madhukar-TRS- 5 cases

® Gangula Kamalakar-TRS- 7 cases
® Raja Singh Lodha-BJP- 13 cases
m Pasha Qadri-AIMIM- 6 cases

m Akberuddin
Owaisi-AIMIM- 8
cases

® Konda Surekha-
TRS- 6 cases

® Speaker Madhu-
sudana Chary,
Council Chairman
Swamy Goud

® CASES ARE pend-
ing as the accused
use the loopholes
and delay the trial

® IF ALL the pend
ing cases are to be
expedited, it beco-
mes a Herculean
task for the police
department

weaken the case. If
they cannot do any-
thing in the lower
courts, they go to the
High Court and seek
anticipatory bail or get
a stay on the proceed-
ings of the lower
courts,” another offi-
cial added.

“Each court will have
its calendar of cases
for the coming six
months and cases will
be tried as per the
schedule. Cases against
the accused represen-
tatives also fall in the
same line, resulting in
the delay,” the official
added.

“But in some cases,
there is political influ
ence on cases and
investigation, which
cannot be avoided from
the system.,” another
senior official said.

Fast-track courts
for speedy trials
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Fast-track courts on
the lines of the ACB
and CBI courts to deal
with cases against
public representa-
tives can be a solu-
tion.

There should be a
mechanism to verity
the poll-related irreg-
ularities which are
brought to the notice
of the election com-
mission (EC).

As per the Supreme
Court’s direction, a
fast-track court sho-
uld be instituted in
each state and a dead-
line should be given to
close the cases,

“We have no special
courts for CBI, ACB
and Pocso cases. To
conduct trial of these
cases, we should have
a special court,” said
Mr M. Padmanabha
Reddy, secretary for

m FAST-TRACK
courts should be
instituted in each
state and a dead-
line should be given
to close the cases

the Forum for Good
Governance.

Many leaders are
involved in various
cases, which include
grave offences. In fact,
the number of cases
mentioned in the poll
affidavit is far less
than the actual num-
ber of cases regis-
tered against the can-
didate,

“Since there is a
minimum two months
period from the time
of filing the nomina-
tion and declaration
of the results, the EC
should share the data
with the police to get
the details verified,”
he added.




